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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has tried since it has been established to
produce the official Palestinian statistical number and covers the different fields practiced in
the Palestinian society, including (social, economic, demographic, etc), through out
presenting comprehensive statistical data which clears out the structural changes and
developments which happens in the Palestinian community, it also allows to give us the
opportunities to study different changes whether they are from comparisons through out
economic surveys series or through out comparisons with other countries.

Establishment censuses is one of the most important data sources which provides data
structure which can be used for studying and analyzing different economic sectors and
responding with this importance, the PCBS has executed three Establishment Censuses, the
first has been conducted in 1994, whereas the second census has been conducted in 1997 and
finally, the third one in 2004, these censuses presents complete structure of the data that
comprise establishments characteristics.

The PCBS presents this study as another qualitative addition to its work, covering the
characteristics of establishments in the Palestinian Territory through the analysis of the
results of the Establishment Census 2004, which would lead to the facilitation on the data
users and their providing with the data who answer their needs and provides for them their
requirements.

This study presents an analytical view of the characteristics of the establishments, also it
works as rich reference of the working facilities in all the economic sectors, and we hope at
the same time that it serves the needs for policy makers and decision takers, for the sake of
Palestinian Economy.

January, 2006 Luay Shabaneh
President
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Summary of main findings

e The results of the Establishment Census 2004 show that total number of operating
establishments in the Palestinian Territory was 91,369 establishment, distributed as 64.7%
in Remaining West Bank, 32.4% in Gaza Strip, and 2.9% in Jerusalem.

* According to locality type, the results of the Census 2004 indicate that 63.2% of total
establishments operating in the Palestinian Territory are located in urban area, and 32.6% in
the rural area, and 4.2% in the Palestinian refugee camps.

* Distribution of establishments in the Palestinian Territory by economic activity reveal that
60.2% of these establishments are classified in internal trade activities, and 22.0% in
services activities, and 15.2% in industrial activities, while transport, communication and
constructions activities, and financial intermediation activities have the lowest percentages
with 1.0%, 0.8%, and 0.8% respectively.

* The distribution of establishments in the Palestinian Territory by ownership show that
96.8% of the establishments operate in private national sector, and according to legal status
about 82.4% of total establishments are individual establishments, also the results show that
93.6% of total establishments are single establishments, and 90.8% of total establishments
employ less than five employees.

* The results show that operating establishments in the Palestinian Territory employ 245,299
employee by the end of 2004, distributed as 62.6% in Remaining West Bank, 33.2% in
Gaza Strip, and 4.2% in Jerusalem.

* According to gender, the employed persons were distributed as 84.9% male, and 15.1%
female. And by type of work the result indicate that 58.7% are paid employees, 41.3%
unpaid employees.

* According to capital investment in the operating establishments, the results of
Establishment Census 2004 show that 71.9% in Remaining West Bank, 18.1% in Gaza
Strip, and 10.0% in Jerusalem.

* Comparing the Establishment Censuses 2004 with the Census 1997, the results show:

- The total number of establishments reported an increase by 25.3% in Remaining West
Bank and Gaza Strip (19.9% in Remaining West Bank, 37.5% in Gaza Strip).

- There was a decrease by 14.5% in the total number of establishments in industrial
activities, while all other activities witnessed an increase in the number of operating
establishments, the highest increase was in the services activities by 45.4%.

- Micro and small establishments had reported a significant increase, as those who employ
less than five (5) employees goes up by 26.3%, and the lowest percentage was for those
establishment that employ (10 to 19 employee) by 3.9%.

- The total number of employed persons in these establishments goes up by 29.1% in
Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip (18.6% in Remaining West Bank, and 55.0% in
Gaza Strip).

- An increase in the total number of employees in the establishments in all economic
activities excluding industrial activities, which reported a decrease by 7.4%, and the



highest increase was in transport and communication activities by 114.4%. While the
highest increase in the total number of employees was in those establishments employing
(more than 19 employees) by 37.6%, and the lowest percentage was in those
establishments employing (10 to 19 employee) by 4.5%.



